A STUDY OF ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS IN HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS BY J.K. ROWLINGS (A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS APPROACH) by DIPA FEBRIANA, 129910077
I 
•¥:' t. .'20 lo'l 
T~~, B 
:s 
A STUDY OF ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS IN 
HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS 
BY J.K. ROWLINGS 
(A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS APPROACH) 
THESIS 
DIPA FEBRIANA 
St. N: 119910017 
I MILl" 
fERPUi\\TAK.AAl'iI Vl'II1'Ek~ITAS AIP,LAl'400" 
. :3URABAY'" 
. --""-~" _.__._' 
ENGUSH DEPAKl'MENT 
FACULTY OF LE'I"I'ERS 
AIRLANGGA UNIVERSITY 
SURABAYA 
ZOOS 
A STUDY OF D...LOCUTIONARY ACTS IN 

HARRY POl"l'ER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS 

BY J.K. ROWLINGS 

(A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS APPROACH) 

THESIS 

Submitted u Partial Fulfillment oftile Requirements for 

the SaJ:j1ll18 Depee ofEnglilb Department Faculty ofLetters 

A.irIangp Univmity Surabeya 

By: 
DIPA FEBRIANA 
St. N: 129910017 
ENGLISH DEPARfMENT 

FACULTY OF LE'l"I'ERS 

AlRLANGGA UNIVERSITY 

SURABAYA 
2005 
Approved to be examined 

Surabaya, 1 st of February, 2005 

Thesis advisor, 

Dra. Sudijah S .. MA 

NIP. 130.687.383 

English Department 
Faculty ofLetters 
Airlangga University 
2005 
lit 
This thesis has been approved and accepted by the Board of 

Examiners, 

English Department, Faculty of Letters, Airlangga University. 

On February, 24th, 2005 

The Board of Examiners are: 

I~~ 
Drs. Jurianto. M.Ed 

NTP. 131.590.125 

. ,~ / 
Lusvita Fitri, S.S. MA 

NIP. 132.295.669 

4
Deny Amos Kwary. S.S. M.Hum. 
NIP. 132.230.684 
IV 
60 
CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSION 
In conversation, both addresser and addressee are the speakers oflanguage. 
As the speakers of language, they rely on their knowledge of appropriate condition 
in evelY moment, both when they produce and decode utterances. This also 
happens in literary work 
Discourse analysts agree that discourse is a form of language use. 
Discourse analysis tries to go beyond such common sense. As stated in the 
previous chapter, literature itself is a context, and as with any utterance, the way 
people produce and understand literiii)' works depends on unspoken, culturally­
shared knowledge of the rules, conventions, and expectations. Thus, there is no 
utterance is completely context free in terms ofmeaning aad function. 
One of the linguistic studies that can be applied to aid reader in 
understanding a dialogue is a speech act. Applying speech act theory to literary 
works is often helpful when people try to understand a dialogue. Speech act can be 
defined as "the act of saying". It means that when people are 'saying' utterances, 
they are also 'doing' acts at the same time. Therefore, people can do things with 
words as saying is doing. 
In this context, performative utterances are analyzed. Performative 
utterance is an utterance which describes and performs certain acts at once. The 
condition that allows utterances to act as performatives is called as felicitous 
condition. This felicitous condition must be fulfilled ifa certain act is to be said to 
be carried out properly/felicitously. 
61 
The essence of speecb act is an iIIocutionalY act referring to tbe meaning 
of tbe words people are uttering in a conversation. Sometimes, without being 
awake, people may do more than one thing at once with their words. 
Since an utterance may bave more tban one illocutionary acts, then, the 
distinctiotlll between direct and indirect iIIocutionary act are created by Hurford 
and Heasley (\983). An utterance, "Can you open the door?", for instance, may 
contain direct illocutionalY acts ofan enquiry about the hearer's ability to open the 
door. The indirect illocutionary acts is a request that the hearer should open the 
door. 
Based on the analysis of the data in chapter III, the writer has answered the 
question in statement of the problem about the kinds of direct and indirect 
illocutionalY acts which are found in this fiction. The writer makes a table 
showing the result in number. From the table, it shows that the act of requesting is 
the dominant one and its total number ofoccurrences is 10. The act ofquestioning 
is the second and its total number of occurrence being 9. The third is tbe act of 
suggesting (total number is 8). Commanding is the fourth one (total number of 
appearance is 6) that also appears in the data. Besides, there are also some other 
acts (as listed in the table) each ofwhich occurrences range from 1 to 5 times. 
The table also shows that the total number ofdirect illocutioflalY act (39) is 
higher than that of indirect ilIocutionary act (38). This means that the direct 
iIIocutionary act is more frequently used in children fiction than the indirect one. 
Children, as the reader, find easier to understand the direct illocutionalY act than 
the indirect one of the same utterance. 
